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| The Anſwer of the Commiſs1oners of the King-. 
' dome of Scotland to both Houſes of Par- 


liament, Cc. 


; E have, with much patience, for divers years to- 
: \ / \ / gether,in purſuance of the Solemn League 8& Co- 
venant, and Treaties betwixt the Kingdoms, uſed 

our beſt endeavours for ſerling Religion and a happy Peace. 
Propoſitions were firſt agreed on in Ann 1644. with advice 
-; and conſent of the Parliaments of both Kingdoms, preſented 
| to his Majeſty at Oxford by Commiſſioners of both,and trea- 
red upon at Uxbridge,in Anno 1645 . We did earneſtly and fre- 

- quently preſſe the ſending of thoſe Propoſitions again to his 
Majeſty, wherein the Houſes would not concur with us, bur 

. on the contrary (after very long delay) thought fir to make 
ſeverall alterations therein, which were principally in matters 
char did concern the neer Union of theKingdoms, Yet were 

4 we ſo carneſtly defirous of putting an end to the long conti- 
 nued diſtractions 8 troubles of theſe Kingdoms, as (waving 

' what might be conceived to be for the particular intereſd of 

. the Kingdom of Scotland ) we did joyn with the Houſes of 

\ Parliament in preſenting Propoſitions to his Majeſty at New- 

© Caſtle : though, as we then declared, we had juſt reaſon to be 

_ unſatisfied with divers things contained in thoſe Propofi- 
Lions. 
 Whenit was agreed upon betwixt the Kingdoms, that the 
' lame Propoſitions ſhould be again preſented ro his Majeſty, 
. arhis coming to Heldenby, the performance thereof being de- 

| layed by the Houſes, for divers moneths, wee did patiently 
| wait theirJeaſure. Yer upon the ſudden they did appoint a 
, Peremptory day for ſending the Propoſitions to his Majeſty; 
. and gave order to their Commiſſioners, in cale we were not 
| preciſely upon that day at Hamptan-Court , that they ſhould 


SE Ss 4  -  . ER. 
prefent rhe Propoſitions. to the King, alone by themſelves, 
contrary to the Treaty betwixt the Kingdoms : which was ſo 
ſtrange and unequall a way, as we might have juſtly denyed 
our concurrence, had not our love to Peace prevailed with us 
io joyn in that Meſſage. Bur after all this, Sata no ſucceſſe 
1n that way of ſending Propoſitions to the King,and inſiſting | 
upon his poſitive Aſﬀent thereunto, without giving any rea- | 
ſons for the Jultice of our defires,or hearing any. Propefition 
from his Majeſty : We did, in November laſt, propoſe to the 

— honorable Houſes,& with muchearneſtnefle defire,that there 
might be perſonall. Treaty with his Majeſty here ar Londen, - 
it being in all probability the beſt means to obraln a Peace. | 


About the time of his Majeities withdrawing from Hampton 
Conrt,. the Hquſes did communicate to us new Propoſitions, 
reſolved on by them to be preſented to his Majeſty - after 
receipt whereof, we did in our Paper of the 17. of November, 
inſiſt on our former deſire for a perſonal Treary with his Ma- | 
jeſty.But receiving no Anſwer to thar,norto our paper of the 


5.« And our poſitive anſwer being demanded to.the new Pro-. 
poſttions;upon the 23. of Nowemb.we reſolved once again to | 

_ defirean Anfwer to our former Papers: A perſonall Treaty | 
being,in our judgment.a readier way to compoſe all differen- 
ces,then the eagle new Propoſitions,wherein there. 
aze ſo.great andeſſentiall differences from-what was formerly- 

' &2reed on by both Kingdoms. And to the end there might be p 
no ler or delay on our part, which might hinder the ſerling of. 
a Peace : We defired a.conference witha Committee of both | 
Houſes concerning the expediency ofa perſonall-Treaty with: 
his Majeſty, and thealterations made in the Propoſitions, that 
ſo accordingto the Treaty of the 29. of Novem, 1643. there | 
might be,. with the advice and conſent of both Nations, a 

ſpeedy Agreement intthoſe things, which areto be the foun- | 
dation of the Peace of both. To all which, the Houſes have | 
been. pleaſed to return no Anſwer. However,it is no ſmall ſa- | 

tisfaction to us,that we leayeno means of agreement une 
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e&; and that the rerardment of rhe fetling ofthe Peace of the 
Kingdomes, cannot be charged on us. And leſt onr further 
fitence, in expe&ation ofan Anſwer,ffrould be miſtaken, We 
have thought fic co repreſent onr ſence, concerning a perfonal 
Treary,and che Propofitions to the Houtes in writing:which, 
had our defires been granted, we did intend ro have done by 
a verbal conference. _ Os 
There be ſome things which properly concern the King 
dome of Erzland,their Rights, Laws,and Liberties. Butthere 
be other matters, which in their own nature, as being com- 
mon to both,or by Covenant,or Treaty,concern both King- 
doms':; wherein,unlefſe we would forget onr duty to God,to 
the Kings Majeſty, to our Native Kingdom, and to this Na- 
tion , Our common. concernment and intereft cannot be de- 
nied. For as Scotland was invited and ingaged in this War, 
upon grounds and reafons of commornintereſt : So we truſt it 
will not be offenſive, that ia making of Peace we claim from 
che Houſes an improvement of the very ſame principles, and 
a performance of the Treaties they have made with us : thar 
- the ſame meaſure of conjunttion of intereſts be given to us, 
which was had of ns,and promiſed unto us: wherein the very 
Law of Nations, and the rule of common equity, doth plead 
for us. Yet in the application of this rule,we ſhall not ſtretch 
our ſelves beyond our line; the expreſle conditions of our So- 
temn League and Covenant, the duty of our Allegiance, awd 
the Treaties and Declarations between the Kingdoms, which 
are ſo many ſtrong obligations, as, all who have honour or 
_ conſcietice muſt acknowledge ſhould be inviolably obſerved. 
. Having laid this as a moſt juſt 8 folid ground of our pro- 
ceedings, we ſhall firſt m—_-_ of the beſt and .moſt probable 
means to-procure a good Agreement with the King for fer- 
ling Religion-and a laſting Peace : And next of the Propo- 
firions, which are to be the foundation of the peace and ſatery 
of both Kingdoms. And it is ſtill our opinion and judgment, 
charche moſt equall, faireſt, and' juſt way co obtain a'well- 
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grounded peace, is by a perſonal Treaty with the King : and 
chat his Majeſty , for that end, be invited to come to London, 
with Honour, Freedom, and Safety : for which we offer the 
Reaſons following. 
I. The ſending of Propoſitions , without a Treaty , hath 
| been often eflayed without ſucceſle : And the new Propoſt- 
tionsare leſle to the advantage of the Crown than the former. 
Therefore , we have no reaſon to expect better ſatisfaction 
that way than formerly we had. 


2. The Kings removall from his Parliament, is acknow- _ 


ledged by the Houſes in ſeveral Declarations,to be the chiefe 
cauſe of all the War , miſchief, and calamities of the King- 
domes.'Then,hts Majeſties preſence with his Parliament muſt 
 bethe beſt,if not the onely remedy,to remove our troubles. 

3, Ina perſonall Treaty the Commiſſtoners of both King- 
domes may give reaſons for the equity and expediency of 
our deſires. But withouta Treaty or giving reaſons for a[- 
ſerting the lawfulneſle and expediency of the Propoſitions to 
be preſented,they may be eſteemed Impoſitions. 

4. The King may have ſome juſt defires ro move for the 
Crown,and for himſelt : As that he may have his Revenues, 
and that he may be reſtored ro his Royal Government, which 
may be done, with greater Honour and ſatista&tion to him, 
by a perſonal Treaty,then otherwite, 

$- A perſonal Treaty with the King is the beſt way to be- 

geta mutual confidence between Him and his Parliament : 
It is the beſt way to cleer his doubts and ro remove all difh- 
_ culties: and it is the abſolute beſt way for giving and recei- 
ving muruall ſatisfaction. 
6. Wecannotexpett that his Majeſty will grant iz terminzs 
whatſoever Propoſitions ſhall be ſent unto him:nor can every 
thing in thePropoſitions'be of that importance,as that the not 
ranting of it ought to Ninder a Peace. Neither will the Hou- 
ſes of Parliament give full power to their Commiſſioners to 
make alterations in the Propoſitions , as they ſhall fee cauſe 
- upon 


' # ft i nab 
upon debate. Wherefore,a perſonal Treaty with his Majeſty 


at London, is the moſt probable and expeditious Way to re- 
move or reconcile all differences. _. 
There is one common obje&ion , wherewith many are 
poſſeſſed and prejudiced againſt a perſonal Treaty with the 
King, and his coming to London, [ That his preſcnce may breed 
diviſen, and continue our troubles : And that when his Majeſty de- 
fired to come hither from Oxford with freedome and ſafety it was 
thouzht unfit , and denyed by the Houſes , and the Commiſsioners 
from Scotland } Bur thar argument now hath no force at all : 
For the caſe ot affairs , the Kings condition and ours ( which 
weregiven for Reaſons in that Anſwerrto his Majeſty ) are 
quite altered from what they were then. Then the King had 
Armies in the fields ; he had Garriſons & ſtrong holds to re- 
turn to ; Now, he hath none oftheſe. And his Majeſty offers a 
full ſecurity againſt all hoſtility or danger can be expected 
from him,by granting to the Houſes the power of the Militia 
by Sea andLand,during his Raign, as is expreſſed in his Maje- 
| Mites late Meſſage from Caresbrook Caftle. And for a further an- 
{wer,we deſire the Houſes ro remember their Reply ro his 
Majeſties Meſſage of the 1 1th. of Septemm. 1643. Where, after 
mention of their chief grievances, they ſay [ All this notwith- 
ſanding,as we never gave your Majeſtie any juſt cauſe of with- 
drawing your [elf from your great Councel: So it hath ever bin,and 
(ball be far from us , to give any impediment to your return : Or to 
neglect any proper means of curing the diſtempers of the Kingdom, 
and cloſing the dangerous breaches betwixt your Majeſty and your 
Parliament, according to the great truſt which licth upon us, And 
if your Majeſtic ſhall now be pleaſed to come back to your Parlia- 
ment. without your Forces : We ſhall be ready to ſecure your Royal 
Perſon, Crown aud Dignity, with our lives and fortunes, Tonr pre- 
(ence in this great Councell, being the only means of any Treaty be- 
tivixt your Majeſty and them , with hope of ſucceſſe. ] Andifthey | 
were eſteemed Enemies to the Parliament , and the Peace of 
tne Kingdoms, who adviſed the King to withdraw from his. 
Parliament : 


Parliament : What eſtimation will the world have of them, 
who after {ſuch a Declaration, will not ſuffer him to return to 
his Parliament, when he offers to caſt himſelf inro rheir arms. 
It {o kinde an offer ſhall be refuſed, andthe King driven to de- 
{pair, its to be feared, theſe Kingdoms ſhall be involved into 
greater difficulties then ever. And therefore we do hold,thar 
the admitting the King to come to London with Honour, 
Freedom and Saiery, and granting of a perſonall Treaty with 
his Majeſty , upon ſuch Propofitionsas ſhall be agreed upon 
by advice and conſent of both Kingdoms , is the moſt proba- 
ble,and only beſt means, with hope of ſucceſte, for ſerling of = 
a wel-grounded Peace. -» | T0 
— Having ſpoken of the readieſt means to obtaina juſt and ' 
laſting peace z We thall next fall upon the Conſideration of 
the Propoſittons, which are to be the Foundation of our 
peace. Andthe moſt compendious and ſuccint way ro-a 
good agreement, and unanimous Reſolution upon them, is,in 
che firſt placero conſider and remove our differences , which 
are chiefly in Religion,the Intereſt of the Crown, and in the 
Union and Joynt Concernment of the Kingdoms. 
 Weſhal begin with that of Religion,which for the incom- ' 
parable-Excellency thereof ( althoughit beamongſt the laſt 
of the new Propoſitions)delerves the preterrence.It 15 the pri- 
mum querite , the unw3cce[arium ; We ought to build the 
Houſe-of God before our own, The Law of piety and true - 
. policy do require thar Religion , which rendreth to God his | 
«due; -haye the preccedency. And therefore (upon debate ) be- 
fore we went to the Treary at Hxbridze, it wasagreed betwixt | 
theHouſes-and.us;that the Propoſitions of Religion ſhould be |: 
1nthe firſt place,and firſt Treated and Agreed upon, before a- | 
ny Agreement upon any other Propoſition. And his Majeſty | 
11 his late Meſſage from Caresbrook Caſtle, begins at Religion, 
asthe beſt andchiefeſt Foundation for Peace. Wherefore, 'if 
this changing of the-former Order and Merhod of the Pro- | 
poſitions, be only their Error,to whom the reviewing of 6 | 
= | | = Propo- | 
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Propoſitions was committed, of if the Houſes have not 
faln away from their firſt zeal: We deſire that it may be re- 
ified, and the former method keeped. And ſo we'comero 
the marter of the Propoſitions. 

The marteriall differences and alterations concerning Relt- 
gion, may be branched into the Errour of Omiſhon and De- 
ficiency,and into that of Commiſhon & Exceffe. That which 
is left out, is no lefle then the Solemn League & Covenant. 
And ſhall the Covenant, which 1s as Solemn a vow.,as Crea- 
tures 0n Earth could make to God in Heaven, & the greateſt 
rye betwixt men on Earth (to which the.moſt high 8 dread- 
full Name of the Lord God Almigſy was intetpoſed ) be 
offered up in a Sacrifice, and buried in the aſhes of Oblivion 
Shall our Covenant for the Prefervation and Reformation of 
Religion,for the. honour and happinefle of the King, andthe 
peace and fafety ofthe three Kingdoms ; 'and forthe mainte- 
nance and defence of the Laws, and true publike' Liberties of 
theſe Kingdoms ; which was declared by both Kingdoms,to 
be a fic & moſt excellent means to acquire the favour of God 
rowards both; and likewife to Unite them, and by uniting,to 
{trengrhen them againſtthe common Encmies'of the rtue Re- 
formed Religion,and the Peace and proſperity of theſe King- 
doms; and which inall former Propofitions was defired to be 
eſtabliſhed : Be now deleted, as: unworthy to take room a- 
mongſt theſe.new Propoſitions ? Shallthe Covenant, which 
both Houſes.did recommend'to the Aﬀſembly of Divines, to 
make a Declaration to all ſorts of perſons to take ir, as that 
which they judged not only lawfull, but exceeding expedient 
and neceſſary for all that with well ro Religion, the King, and 
 Kingdom,to-joyn in,and to be a fingular pledge of Gods gra- 

cious goodneſs toall the three Kingdoms : (we ſay) ſhall that 
Covenant be laid afide 2 Shall our mutuall & ſolemn League 
and Covenant ſubſcribed by the Parliaments of both King- 
doms, by the Aſſembly of Divines, by the Ciry of London, 
and which, not only they, but all Scotland, and manythow- 
—"O fands 
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ſands in England &: Ireland, walcidpdi lifred up to the moſt 
high God, .did ſwear, [' That they ſhall not ſuffer themſelves di- 
retMly or tndirettly,by whitſoever combination,perſwaſton or terror, 
to be dividea and withdrawn from that bleſſed union and conjun- 
con, whether to make dcfeition to the contrary part, or to' give . 
themſelves to a dete ſtable indifferency or neutrality in the cauſe, 
which ſo much concerneth the glory of God, the good of the Kinz- ' 
doms, and honour of the King : but ſhall all the dayes of their lives 
zealouſly and conſtantly continue therein azainſt all oppoſition : and 
promote the (ame according to their power, againſt all lets and im-. 
pediments whatſoever. and that they ſhall do all this as 7n the ſight 
of God. P:Shatt thar CoMnant (even with thoſe that took it) 
be already out of date, & not ſo much as remembred amongſt” 
the Propoſitions of Peace 2 Yea,-it is not ſo much as menri- 
oned intheſenewPropolirtions,except'in the 5® Qualification 
of the 14> Propoſition,where it is only made a hook tocatch 
fomeintothe Notion of Delinquencie: Bur perhaps there it 
eſcaped the Revilers of the Propoſitions, who in all other | 
ES HTS oo 
- : Itis anſwered by ſome, That by one of the Propofirions it 
1s cxaves,. that.an at of Parliament be paſſed, declaring the 

Kings 4pprobation of the making of the Treaties between the - 
Kingdoms of-Scotland and England, in which Treaties there 
;s mention made. of the Covenant :- And therefore it iSnot 
neceflary. ro- deſire a particular:Confirmation and Eſtabliſh» 

- ment ofthe Covenant. To which ir is briefly replied; firſt, 
'T hat thete is noPropoſttion for paſhing any Ad of Parliament 
ro confirm the Treaties between the Kingdoms, as was defi- 
red in all former Propaſttions; bur:theſe words are purpoſely 

| changed, and-in place thereof there is only deſired, An AQ 

_ declaring the Kings approbation of the making of the Trea- 
ties;-which-in effect is no moreithen ana of Indempnity for _ 
makingthe Treaties,and not an-Act for confirmarion and '<& 
ſtahliſhing of the Treatiesthemſelves,andrho{ethings which! 


Are expelled and traritacted inthem; 2. Suppoſe there were 


an 


CLP, | 
an 'A&of Parliament-paſſed for- approbation df the Treaties 
between the-Kingdoms:n general (which is rot 11 theſe Pro- 
poſitions )' yer {uch'a generality would not be underſtood to 
be extendedr6d the confirmation-of the Covenant , unleſs the 
particular Articles of the Treavy-and the Covenant, were ex-- 
preſly- inſerted; becauſe!there: was un; expreſs: Propoſition 
 amongſtthe 'former:;'tharan'"A&'of Parliamentbe paſſed in 
both Kingdoms for confirming and taking: the: Covenant; 
which being now left out of the new Propoſitions , withour 
mentioningthe Covenant; :caniorbur be interpreted as'a re- 
ceding fromthe Covenant : and: ithe approbation.and confir- 
mation of the Trearies in generall: (After deleting the Cove- 
nant out of the Propoſitions?) would only be underſtood of 
the remaining. Articles of the Treaties. Therefore, if there be 
notan intention to relinquiſh the:Cavenant , let us nor bea- 
ſhamedgo avow it,and inſert the confirming of.it,asone.of the 
chiefand expreſle deſires of our: propoſitions : | Let #5 giue 
teſtimony', and bear m—_ tothe truth and not deny it | remem- 
bring thai whofoever ſhall give teſtimony to Chriſt and-his truth 
by ronfeſsing him before men; bg willcalſoconfeſſe them before his Matth. 0, 
| Father which s in heaven - And whoſoever will deny him before 3 33+ 
Men, thtm will he teny before his Father which is in heaven. 
 And{eeing the:Covenant was the ſoveraign and only meanes 
of recovering theſe embroiled bleeding Kingdoms, when the 
Houfes were at their loweſt ebbe, and defiredthe Kingdome 
of $ cotland, ( to conſider with what difficulties, miſeries, and di- Declarxe. 
 ſtrattions, they were enforced daily to wreſtle, even for the life and delivered in 
| being both of Church and 51ats : \Surely,the'deſpiſing, refuſing, 511 wc. 
| and caſting aſide that remedy, would bethe height of ingrati- A 
| tude, muſt render the difeaſe much more deſperate, and turn 
our former mutuall confidence into mutuall diffidence. And 
| therefore we defire,that the Houſes upon better conſiderati- 
On, will ſtill adhere to the Covenant, -and inſert it among rhe 
Propoſitions. as EY HEE he 
| i And whereas the Kings averſneſſe from the Covenant may 
= —————D——— ——_= 
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be objected, and that chin df fo have it.confirmed, may 
be a hinderance to peace:; We anſwer, It the omitting-of the 
Covenant in thefe Propoſitions doth really proceed from 
that principle,that the Houles ate deſirous to pleaſe the King, 
and to remove all objections that may hinder a peace: : We 
.doe very much wonder,that they are'f{o liberall in che;matters 
of God, -and ſo tenacious in what concerns themſelves, -in all | 
differences betwixt his Majeſty and them in things Civill, 
which may farre better be difpenced with. Burto anſwer the 
Rrength ofthe Objection, We ſay, Thatthe Covenant being. 
forthe preſervation and Reformation of Religion, and tor the 
true honour and happinefle of the King and his Poſterity;and 
for the peace and fafery of his Kingdoms, Whatever be the 
difference of his Majeſties judgement , We have juſt cauſe to 
inliftto crave his Royall affent toir; And the Kingsihearr is 
inthe hands of God, to tura it asthe rivers 6f waters whither 
he pleaſeth : And although the King ſhould deny nt, yetwe 
ought to perform. our duty; And when his Majeſty ſhall be 
Convinced, that ourincentions in-entringinto this Covenant, 
 wereandare piousand loyall ; and that our Actions doe evi- 
dencethat we intend no injury to his Royal Perſon,to wrong 
his Government, norto:deminiſh his juſt power : We hope 
God will incline his heart to.givejuſt ſatisfaction concerning 
the Covenant. And though his Majeſty ſhall nor comethe 
fall length of our defires , yet we muſtnever depart from the 
Covenant, nor leave off by all juſt wayesto promote it,or de» 
fiſt from endeavouring by all lawfull meanes to procure his 
Majeſties sffent-unto.it; But we deſire that we. may: be rightly. 
underſtood inthis, andnotmiſconſtrued y, as it our zeal for 
the Covenant did abate or diminiſh atall from our Loyalty 
and duty to the King , / forthe Covenant doth not leſfen or 
limit ourallegiance,as fome wonuld:falfely flander ir,and'rholt = 
who fincerely.and loyally.cookit.) or that.upon difference of 
his Majeſties judgement, and not comming the full lengrh of 
our delires inevery thing, he ſhould be kept in priſon ; - _ 
= —_— _ mes 


| 


| M 13 

Armes ſhould be kept up { now when the Waris ended) to 
burthen the Subjects , and force the King to grant what they 
pleaſero demand. We were confident ( when our Army re- 
turned to Scotland, and left no Forces inthis Kingdome to op- 
pole the Parliament)that the Army here ſhould have been in- 
ftanrly disbanded : And could never have expeRed that the 
Kings Majeſty;to whom the Parliaments of both Kingdomes 
wereto make their addrefles for a fafe and well-grounded 
peace ,-ſnould have been taken away by the Army againſt his 
will, and ſtill kept in their power, to be carried whither they 
pleale, or forced to flie for ſatety. It Scotland had apprehen- 
ded, thatthe leaſt injury or: violence would have been com- 
mitted apainſt his Majeſties Royall perſon, or Monarchicall 
Government: Nay,if-they had not received aſſurance from 
the Houſes to rhe contrary,certainly all the threatnings oral- 
larements inthe world, .could never have perſwraded them ro 
tive parted with the King till all Armies had been disbanded, 
and rhe-peace of the Kingdomes ſerled. It was our brotherly 
confidence: m the Houſes ( who. are our fellow Subjects ) 
and the afforance'we had from them ,..thar'-rhade. us leave 
the King with them : Andtheir care of himand.duty ro him 
ouphr to be ſuch,as neither his Majeſty, nor we, have cauſe to 


repetit it. And this we could not but declare to aſſert therrath, - 


ad vindicare rhe honour 8 reputation of our Nation; for oyr 
_ Evyalty hath ever beeny-1s, and ſhall bedearer untous, then 
on" tives'and fortunes; .And the.candor and integrity of. all 
out ARions , is a ſufficient confurartionof all the calumnies 

and aſperſions,which malice or envie can forge againſt us: 
We finde alſo theſe Propoſitions omitred,v/F, the Propo- 
ſition for:confirming the Ordinances concerning thecalling 
and fitting of the Aflembly of Divines, :the Propoftcion for 
Reformation of Religion in England and ireland, accordingrto 
_ the Covenant; And the. Propolirion for ſerling Unity and Ul- 
niformity: in matters of Religion between the: Charches of 
God in both Kingdoms,according to:the-Covenant, In place 
B 3 of 
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ofall which,we finde nothing bur a meer ſhadow of Presbyte- 
r1all Government , an externall Form of Diſcipline withour 
life or power; anda liberty granted for all {orts of Service and 
Worſhip of God, and for the Exerciſe of all ſuch Religious 
Duties and Ordinances as every perſon ſhall pleaſe, and his 
own erroneous conſcience ſhall dictate:unto him ( for there is 


no other rule preſcribed } which opens a door:to Atheiſm, to 


all religions,and to that which (.by abuſe of the name) is cal- 
led liberty of conſcience; being indeed liberty of errour, ſcan- 
dall,Schiſm, Hereſte, diſhonouring God,.oppoling thetruth, 

hinderingReformarion,and feducing others; So in place of U- 
niformity in Religion, which by Covenant both Kingdoms 


| have {worn to endeavour, there is here deſired to be {erled a 


vaſt deformity or multi-formity of Hereſtes & Sets ; which, 
ifthe Lord.in hismercy ſhallnot prevent:, may produce the 
Tuine of Religion in both Kingdoms, which wethave juſt rea- 
{onto fear;as for other reaſons,ſo when we conſider the De- 


claration of the Houſes of Parliament, ſpeaking of the defign 


of the Popiſhand Prelaricall FaQion to alter Religion in this 


- Ifland:: of whom they ſayjfirſt, (zhey reſolved to-impoſea Popiſh 
 Serwice- Book upon Scotland ; for well they knew the [ame fate at- 
tended both. Kingdoms, and Relizion could not be altered inthe one 
. without the other.) And in anſwer to the Scots Declaration; 
pag.601. (Whenſoever the deſitne toroor out Religion ſhall.be per- 
fefted in either Nation; it will caſily becaccompliſhedinthe other, 


. 


*Reljzion being the band and foundation of the ſafety and happines 


of bath.) And in Auguſt. 1643. the Engliſh Commiſhoners 
declareto the Kingdom of Scotland, ( that they are commanded . 
by their inſtruftionsto put their brethren of Scotland 7» minae, 


that the Popi(h and Prelaticall Faition, that began with thers about 


the-year 1638. and 1639. and then intended to make way to the 
ruine of the Kinedome of England by theirs , have not abated any 
part of their inalice toward the Nation and Church of Scotland; 


nor at all departed from their deſign of corrupting and altering Re- 
ligien through the whole Tſland , though they have inwerted the 


manuer 
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manner of their proceeding, conceiving. now that they have an 
eaſier way to deſtroy them, if they may firſt prevail over the Parlia- 
ment and Kingdom of England : In which reſpett it is the deſire - 
of both Houſes, that the two Nations may be ſtrictly United, orc.) SS 
And in another oper itis declared, rhat (what corruptions take Aug, 1643.) 
root in the Church ana Kingaom of England, will quickly ſpread 
their venom and infection into the neighbourChurch of Scotland.) 
Wherefore, we cannot bur diſſent from this Propoſition 
And according to the truſt repoſed in us, repreſent our juſt - 
exceptions againſt it.' And firſt of all, wethink it very ſtrange, 
Thar the Houſes of Parliament ſhould defire an AR of Par- 
liament to. be made for eſtabliſhing Presbyrerian Govern- 
ment, and in the very ſame Propoſition, deſire that it may be 
Enacted, that none ſhall obey that Act ogParliament, bur 

ſuch as ſhall pleaſeto do it.. 2. We obſerye, that however ir 
is pretended that Presbyterian GovernmeM®is deſired to be 
eſtabliſhed,as rheGovernment of the Church of Enzland,yer 
it is only ineftect,a liberty granted to all ſuch, as of their own 
accord will joyn in Presbyteriall government, and:\o amounts 
to no morethena Toleration ot it. 3. That this toleration of 
Presbyterian Government is many. wayes limited; as in the 
time for which it is £o endure, being only to the end of the. 
next Sefhon of Parliament, afterthe end of this:preſent Sefſ1- 
on,which perhaps may be not aboveſ1x moneths. Andthe 
Miniſters'& Elders areappointed by Ordinance of Parliament 
to exclude from the Sacrament, only ſuch perſons as the 
Houſes have thought fir, and no others, though it be againſt 
their conſciences ſo:to do. They are bounded with ſeverall 
reſtritions in their Meetings and Aſſemblies, and are not al- 
 lowedthe ule and exerciſe of all the Ordinances appointed by 
the Word of God : ſo as liberty of Conſcience 1s denyed to 
them,and granted to others : For, 4. An unlimited toleration 
torthe time of endurance, matter of worſhip, andexerciſe of 
all Ordinances, is exprefly granted to all the SeRaries of the 
time,whether they be Anabaptiſts, Antinomians, Arminians, 
Familiſts 
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Familiſts, Eraſtians, Browniſts, Separatiſts, Libertines, or In- 
dependents; yea,it extends to thoſe Nullifidians,the Seekers, 
tothe new Sect of Shakers, and divers others : By ali which 
the very foundation of Church and State is ſhaken, and near 
to be overthrawn. 5. The toleration here deſired to be efta- 
bliſhed, is of rhat capacity and latitude, as it may admit of 
many vile & groſle errours which have been condemned and 
caſt our of the Church in former times,and may be revived in 
England ;, as if Errours & Hereſies were of ſo precious ana- 
ture, that men ſhould be encouraged by Law to enquire afrer 
them, and invited to maintain them. 6. This toleration is 
not only to the perſons of thoſe Series and their families, 
but gives a full liberty to ſet up their profeſſions in any fit and 
convenient placgs, that fo Scandals, Hereſies, Schilmes, and 
_ new Religions Iffay grow in their kinds, and allo mnltiply in 

the number of Pfateſſours and Diſciples, as if there were not 
enough already. 7 Though it ſeemeth that a proviſion is 
made, that this indulgence ſhall not extend to the toleration 
of Antitrinitarians, Arrians, and Antiſcripturiſts, yet there 1s 
80 more expreſled, bur that this indulgence ſhall not extend 
to tolerate the Printing, Publiſhing, or Preaching ſuch blaſ- 
phemies anderrours as they do maintain againſt God, the 
Holy Trinity, and the Scriptures. They are not made liable 
to any penalty : 2nd ſuppole' penalties were impoſed upon 
them for Printing, Publiſhing,or Preaching thoſe Errors, yet 
they are by this Propoſition left to a full liberty to maintain 
them in priyate,to reaſon & diſpute that there is no God,that 
Chriſt is but an Impoſtor-, that there is no ſuch thing as the 
Holy Ghoſt, that the Scriptures are bur like other writings : 
blaſpheming at their pleaſure, and ſeducing others to their 0- 
pinions in ſecret: All which, and much more, according to 
this Propoſirion, may not be queſtioned : and (ſo in reality, 
though notin pretext, they ſhalbe tolerated as well as others. 
8. All profane and wicked perſons are left art liberty by this 
Toleration to do what they pleaſe. For they arenor obliged 


= 
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tobe ſubject to any Diſcipline or Government,and ſo neithet 
the duties of the firſt nor ſecond Table of the Law of God, 
| ſhall be obſerved, bur all ſorts of impiety and works of dark- 
neſſe ſhall abound : and ſuch as hate the ſincere worſhip of 
God inthe Church, may have the moſt unlawfull 8 wicked 
meetings elſewhere, under a profeſſion of religious exercites 
or Ordinances. We might adde more exceptions againſt this 
Propoſition , bur theſe we truſt may ſuffice tro make any that 
is buta lirtle endued with the light of the Goſpel, 8 hath any 
love to thSruth, for to deteſt and abhorre ſuch a Toleration. 
And now we deſire the Houſes of Parliament to remember 
their Remonſtrance of the State of the Kingdom,of the 15 of 
Decemb. 1642. wherethey reſent it as a great injury, that a- 
_ ny([hould infuſe ints the people that they meane to leave every man 
78 his own judgement and fancy for the ſervice and worſhip of God, 
and de declare,that it is farre from their purpoſe and deſire , to let 
looſe the golden reynes of Diſcipline andGovernment inthe Church, 
to leave private perſons @ particularCongregations to take up what 
kinde of divine ſervicethey pleaſe, and hold it requiſite , that there 
ſhould be throughout the whole Realme 4 conformity to that Or- 
der,which the Laws enjoyne,according to the word of God, ) How 
conſenant this Tole ration is to that Declaration, we leave it 
ro the Houſes of Parliament and all wiſe men to conſider ; 
and whetherthe danger of the true reformed Religion in theſe 
Kingdomes, be not greater now then before the taking of the 
Covenant; yea,or fince ChriſtianReligion came firſt into this 
Ifland, when toleration of all Religions (the name of Popery 
only excepted ) is deſired by the Houſes of Parliament to be 
eſtabliſhed by Law ; and the very Principles and Fundamen- 
tals of faith, which under Prelacy, yea, under Popcry it ſelf, 
were generally received as uncontroverted, are now by many 
Series of this time, either oppugned or called in queſtion. 
There are divers other paſſages in the Declarations and 
Ordinances of both Houſes to the ſame purpoſe ; but here we 


ſhall only mention one or two. In particular we would hot 
C the 
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tre Houſes call ro minde their Declaration and anſwer to 
the Lords of his Majefties Secret Counſell of Scotland, and 
rhe generall Aſlembly of theChurch of thatKingdome in the 
yeare 1642. where. beſides other expreflions they uſe theſe 
words, (We acknowledge it an act of lowe to ns , and Wiſdome for 
the good of both Churches,for which we are thankefull both to God 
and them , that our Brethren of Scotland have beſtowed their ſcri- 
bus thoughts and earneſt deſires for Unity of Religion , that in all 
his Majeſties Dominions there might be one confeſſion of faith ;one 
Direttory for worſhip, oye publick Catechi(me , anne forme of 
Church Government, CAnd although it will hardly be obtained 
puncinally and exactly unleſſe ſome way might be found, for a mutu- 
all communicition and conjunction of Connſetl & debate tn frame- 
ing that one forme, yet both intending the ſame end , proceeding 
by the (ame rule of Gods word;and gaided by the ſame Spirit:we hope 
| by Gods aſſiſtance to be ſodirected , that we may caſt out whatſoc- 
wer ts offenſive toGod,or juſtly dr(pleaſing to aty neighbour Charch, 
And ſo farre agree with ourBrethren of Suw##land and otber reformed 
Charches in all (Weſtantiall partsof Ductrine Worſhip ;& Diſci pline, 
tnat both we aid they may enjoy thoſe advantages an1conveniences, 
_ which are mentioned by them in this their anſwer; Tn the more ſtrict | 
Unioa of both Kingthmes:more ſafe,caſy, and comfortable Govern- * 
meut of his Majeſty, and both to him{elfe and people , more fret 
communion in all holgexerciſes and autycs of worſhip :more conſtant | 
ſecurity of Religion againſt the bloody practiſes of Papiſts, + deceit- 
full errours of other Scctaries. ) And having there made known | 
their reſolution to take away the Government by. Biſhops, | 
they defire'fome godly and learned Divines of that Church, | 
to bee ſent to the Aſſembly of Divines here whereby an unt- | 
tormity in form of Church Government may bee obtayned : ; 
and one Conteſhion of Faith , one DireQtory,, and one Cate® | 
chiſm niay be ſerledin alt thethree Kingdomes: W hich deſire | 
was afterwards renewed totheirCommilſſoners ſent to Scot- 
Jind : and in the end the muruall and joynt deſires of both , 
Kingdomes, were crowned with a Solemne League and C0- | 
en venant - : 
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venant:as for other ends,fo for £2 A the neareſt con= 
junction and uniformity 1n altheſe:and for extirpation of He- 
reſfie and Schiſme. Theſe toure yeares paſt, the labouts of 
many learned and godly Divines of both Kingdomesthere- 
unto appointed , have been ſpent in traming a DireQory for 
worſhip(which was long fince approved,and received in both 
Kingdomes,) a Confeſſion of Faith , a form of Church Go- 
vernment and Catechiſing : all which have been preſented rg 
both Houſes , and ſome progrefle was made therein toward 

_ theeſtabliſhing of chem,till of late they were laid afide. 

The Houſes not many months ſince, did appoint a ſolemn 
Faſt,and day ofHumiliation,to be kept rhroughcur the whole 
kingdome, becauſe ofthe growth of Herefies , Blaſphemies, 
and Schiſms:The words of the Ordinance are theſe [ We the 
Lords and Commons aſſembled in the Rarliament of England , b4- 
ving entred into a ſolemn Covcnant go endeavour ſincerely , really, 
and conſtantly the reformation of Religion in Doctrine, Diſcipline, 
and Worſhip , CAnd #heextirpation of Popery,ſuperſlition, hereſic, 

| [chiſm,prophaneneſſe,and what foever ſhal befound contrary to ſound 
doctrine, and the power of goalineſſe. And having found the pre- 
ſence of God wonderfully aſſiſting us 1# this cauſe,eſpecially ſince 
our ſaid engagement in purſuance of the ſaid Covenant , have 
thought fit (leſt we partake in other mens ſins, and therby be in d1n- 
ger to receive of their plagues ) 0 ſet forth this our deep ſence of 
theigreat diſhonour of God , and perilleus condition that this King = 
aome # in, through the abhominable blaſphemies,. and damnable 
hereſics vented and ſpread abroad therein , tending to the ſubwer{i- 
#3 of the faith, contempt of the Miniſtry , and ordinances of Feſus 
Chriſt. CAnd as we are reſolved to imploy and impreve the at - 
moſt of our power that nothing be done or ſaid azainſt the truth, but 
for the truth: So we deſire that both our ſelues and the whole Kinzs- 
dom may be deeply humbled before the Lord, for that great reproach 
croontempt which hath beea caft upon his Name,#>[aving truthes, 
and for that ſwift deſtruction that we may juſtly fear will fall 
#pon the immortall (ouls of ſuch , who are er may be drawn away by 
TT 2  arving 


| (20, 5 

71uvins becd to (caucing (pirits. In the hearty and tender compaſlion 
Shs, Wwe he { erp ei and CENT BN order. and 6 
That Weauc(day being the 10. day of March next ,'ibe ſet apart for 
a day of publike humiliation,for the growth and ſpreading of errors, 
hereſies,and blaſphemies , to be obſerved in all places within the 
Kingdome of England, Dominion of Wales,and Town of Berwick, 


and to ſeek God for his direition and aſſiſtance, for the ſuppreſſing 


- 


and preventing the ſame. . 
Andare theſe the waies and meanes that the Houſes of 
Parliament have thought upon for ſuppreſſing Errors, Here- | 
faes,and Blaſphemies,to deſire that a Toleration of them may | 
be eſtabliſhed by a Law © Is the laying of a foundation to | 
propagate Hereſie and Schiſme, the beſt way to extirpate the | 
ſame 2 Are theſe the fruits and efte&s of their ſolemne Faſt | 
and Humiliation 2 Certaialy God will not be mocked. 
The Covenant doth aiſo oblige us , mutually to preſerve | 
the Authority of the ſupream Magiſtrate , the priviledges of | 
Parliaments, and firm peace and union between the kingdoms 
to all poſterity. And 1s it not viſible,that many of thoſe Sea- | 
ries, With their adherents and abettors, doe by their pernici- | 
ous doctrine and actions, offer violence to the Kings perſon | 
and authority , and againſt the rights and priviledges of Par- | 
lzament 2 So as there 1snot any one Article of the Solemn 
League and Covenant, which is not in a high degree violated 
by them : Ana ſhall atoleration be eſtabliſhed for all ſuch 2 
The oppoling the Covenant, and Reformation of Religion, 
the dividing betwixt the King and his people, or making any | 
faction among the people, contrary to this League and Co- | 
venant, were formerly the characters of our enemies : and | 
wholoever maintain and doe theſe things ( though they | 
ſhould aſſume ro themſelves-the name of Saints ) are ſtill ro. | 
be accounted Incendiaries, Malignants, and evil Inſtruments. 
And weare obliged by Covenant with faithfulneſle to en-_ 
deavour the diſcovery of all ſuch , that they may be brought | 
co publique triall,and receive.condigne puniſhment. 


, 
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And though-it be far from our intentions thar pious & peace- 
able men ſhould be troubled , becaule in every thing they 
cannot conform themſelves to Presbyterial Government/for 
| wedid never oppoſe tuch an indujgence to their perſons as is 
agreeableto the Word of God , may ſtand with the publike 
peace, and is not deſtructive to the orderand Government of 
the Church ) yet We do from our vety {culs abhor ſuch a ge- 
nerall and vaſt Toleration as 15 expreſſed in the Propoſition. 
And if the Houles ( which God forbid ) ſhall adhere thereun- 
r0,and inſiſt thar it may be eſtabliſhed, We do proteſt againſt 
| ir, as that which is expreſly contrary to the Word of God,ut- 
rerly repugnant £0 the ſolemn League and Covenant, deſtru- 
Give to Reformation and Unitormity in Religion,alrogerher 
inconſiſtent with the Declarations & Profeſſions of the Hou- 
ſes, againſt rhe Treaty between the Kingdoms,direQly oppo- 
ſite to theexatyple and practice of all the reformed Churches, 
and as that which will unavoidably ſubyert all Order and 
Government,and introduce a world of confuſion. Our mindes 
are aſtonied, and our bowels are moved within us, when we 
think of the bitter fruits and ſad conſequences of ſucha To- 
leration. What horrid blaſphemtes againſt God ! What vile 
 abominations ! What pernicious doctrine , to the ſubverſion 
and perdcition of ſouls! W hat diſobedience to the Magiſtrate ! 
W har violation of duties between perſons of neereſt relation! 
W har differences 8: diviſtons in Families and Congregations 
it will bring forth ! What bitter heart burnings it will beger, 
and perpetuate to poſterity ! Nay,it is impoſlible for us to ex- 
preſſe what infinite diſtraction,diſorder, and confufion it will 
make both inChurch and State thorowour all the three King- 
doms. And therefore we do obreſt the Houſes of Partiament 
by the ſolemn League and Covenant { which they have 
mace in the preſence of Almighty God the ſearcher of all 
hearts, with a true intention co perform the ſame, as they ſhall 
an{wer at that great day,when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be 
diſcloſed ) and by all the promiles,proteſſions,and Declar” 
| 3 all 
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ons wherewith they inducedthe Kingdom of Scotland to an 
engagement and conjunction with them in this Cauſe , Thar | 
they donoteſtabliſh ſuch an impious Toleration , as cannot . 

but draw down the judgement of God , and make a rent be- 
tween the two Kingdoms, united by ſo many tyes and relati- 
ons, which we deſire to cheriſhand ſtrengthen, and to conti- 
nue to all poſteirty. 
Thar next to Religion wherein we differ in judgment from | 
the Propoſitions, is,concerning the intereſt and power of the 
Crown. Weare obliged by our Covenant, allegeance, and 
the duty of Subjects,nor to diminiſh, but ro ſupport the Kings 
juſt po ver and greatneſle.- The queſtion then 1s, wherein his | 
Royall authoricy and juſt power doth conſiſt. And we afhrm + 
and hope it cannot be denyed, that Regall power and autho- 
rity is chiefly in making andenaCting Laws,and in proteRing | 
and defending their ſubjects, which are of the very eſlence 
and being of all Kings. And the exerciſe of that power arethe 
chief parts and duties of their royall office and tuntion;, And 
the Scepter and Sword are the badges of that power. Yet the ' 
new preface compared with other parts of theſe new Propo- 
ſitions, takes away the Kings negative voice, and cuts off all 
Royall power and right in the making of Laws, contrary to 
the conſtant practice of this and all other Kingdoms: For the 
Legiſlative power in ſome Monarchies is Peres Principens ſ0- 
[am, and their Laws are called Principur placita, which is the 
higheſt and moſt abſolute kind of Soveratgnty. And in other | 
Kingdoms and Monarchies, the power of making Laws is by 
compact between the Prince and people, oraccording to the | 
conſtitution,practice,and uſage of the ſeverall Kingdoms. In | 
rhe Jaſt the power of the King is leaſt, bur beſt regulated, 
where neither the King alone without his Parliamenr,nor the 
Parliament without the King can make Laws; and where no- 
thing enacted by the one without the conſent of the other, 
can have the force of a Law. And although we will rather | 


proteſle ;gnorartiam & facts & jur 5 alieni;then take upon usto | 


Es judge | 
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judge of the Laws of another Kingdom ; yet it ſeems to be 
very cleer and evident, by the practice and ulage of all times, 
by the Parliaments own Dectarattons,and to be conſonant to 
reaſon and Law, that che King without the Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, or the Houſes of Parliament without the King, cannot 
enact any Lawes;but both joyntly. And therefore the Lawes 
are ſometimes called the Kings Laws, ſometimes the Laws 
of the Land; and Acts of Parliament. And the form or Acts 
of Parliament ſometimes begin with the word Conceſsimm,or 
Statait Rex; And of later times Lawecs and Statutes begin, as 
beinos enacted by the King,with the conſent and advice of the 
Lords & Commons. All which do xmport the Kings power 
and conſent as to the making of Lawes: So that there can be 
ho Law made;and have the force of a Law without the King; 
which likewiſe is cleer by the expreſiions of the Kings an- 
ſwers, Le Roy le Yout, c> Le Roy Saviſera; fo as it is cleer from 
the words of afſefit, when Starutes are made, and from the 
words of difſent,thatthe Kings power inthe making of Laws 
1s one of the chiefeſt jewels of the Crown, and an eflentiall 
part of Soveraignty. Andaitthe King had no power nor con- 
ſent in making of Laws, he would be lefſe then a Subject. 
Soinettmes the Kings denyall had been better then his aſſent 
to the defires ofthe houſes of Parliament;as when Kings have 
aſſented to the taking away the reaGing of Scripture from the 
pes) the Eight dicgor tointroduce Popery,as Queen 
Mary. And ſince neither Kings nor Parliaments have the judg- 
ment of nfallibility, it muſt certainly be the beſt, where 
Lawes are made with conſent both of King and Parliament, 
which isthe ſtronseſt bulwark of the Peoples liberty, and 
ſuppotter of the Kings authority. And the King being King 
over divers Nations, this form of conſtirution where neither 
the King without his Parliament,nor the'Parliament without 
the King can make Laws, is a goud and fure ſecurity to pre- 

| ſerve his Kingdoms in peace froin injuring one another, and 
tO protect the ſubjects from injury-among (t gk Lex 
Oules 
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Houſes of Parlizment pag. 710. of the Exact colletion of | 
Remonſtrances and Declarations, anſwering an argument a- | 
ainſt the Kings paſling the Bill ofthe Militia, make this Re- | 
ply : 1f we had (aid (as wee ard not) that the King had beea bound | 
to paſſe all Bils that ſhould bc offered to him by both Houſes of Par- 
liament without any limitation or qualification of reaſon or juſtice, 
yet ſuch «ſuppoſition as this could not fall upon a Parliament, much 
 teſſe that a King were obliged for to grant it. And page. 727.Wee 
did and do ſaythat the ſoveraien power doth reſide in the King and 
both Houſes of Parliament , and that his Majcſties negative voice 
doth not import a liberty for his Majeſtic to d:ny any thing as he 
pleaſeth,though never ſo requiſite and neceſſary for tha Kingdom - 
and yet we d1d not nor do ſay,that ſuch Bils as his Majeſtic is bound 
both in conſcience and juſtice to paſſe (ball notwithſtanding be law | 
without his conſent ; (o far are we from taking away his negative | 
voice, Wherefore the power in making Laws,even according | 
tothe Parliaments own Declarations, cannot be taken away | 
from the King, and he required to aſſent to all ſuch Laws as | 
rhe Houſes ſhall think fir, according to the Preface of theſe | 
new Propoſitions, without a change of the Conſtitution and | 


| 


fundamenrall Government of the Kingdom. Þ | 


ry 
L 
» 


Concerning the power ofche Militia, We do delire and | 
ſhall be willing to agree, thar it may be ſo ſerled,as neither the | 
King nor any other be able co diſturb or infringe the peace 
now to be agreed upon. And we think, that in his Meſſage 
from Caresbrook-Castle he hath offered that which ſhould be | 
very fatisfatory : But that the King, his poſterity and rhe | 
Crown ſhould for ever be diveſted of all power & right of | 
che Militia,is different from our judgments. For it the Crown | 
have no power of the Militia, how can they be able to reſiſt 
their enemies,and the enemies of the Kingdom, protect thelr | 
ſubjects, or keep friertdihip or correſpondence with their Al- 
lies « All Kings by their Royall officeand Oath of Corona- | 
ri0n are 0bliged to prote& their Laws and Subje&s: It were 
{irange then to {eclude the Crown for ever from Te POn 
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of doing , that, which by the oath of Coronation they are 0- 
bligea to perform, & the obedience whereunto falleth within 
the oath of Altegeance. And certainly it the King and His 
poſterity,ſhall have no power in making Laws,nor in the Mi- 
litia,it roots up the ſtrongeſt foundation of honour and ſafety 
which che Crown affords ; and will be interpreted intheeyes 
of the world,to be a wreſting oftheScepterand Sword out of 
their hanas. Ir is very far from our deſires that Monarchy 
ſhould be ar the abſolute height of an Arbitrary and tyranni- 
_ call power; Neither deſire we Juſt Monarchicall power to be 
wronged and rendred contemptible : But ro haveſuch a gol- 
den Mediocrity as they may be able to prete&rheir ſubje&s, 
and oppoſe their enemies according ro the fundamental 
Laws,and ancient conſtitution of the Kingdom. 
| Before the laſt Propoſitions were ſent to his Majeſty ar 
Newcaſtle,both in verball debates and in our writings,wee did 
ſhew, That we were unſatisfied concerning ſeverall particulars 
- contained in thoſe propoſitions; particularly , when we did 
conſent, that the power and exerciſe of the Militia ſhould be 
-” ſetled in the _— of Parliament for a time , wee did it-with 
this proviſion,that it were underſtood to be without prejudice 
co the right and intereſt of the Crown; And that the King 8: 
His poſterity be not totally excluded and rendred incapable 
to protect their ſubjes,and oppoſe theenemies of the King- 
doms : And farther when wee gave way tothe ſending of 
thoſe Propoſitions, wee did declare it to be our judgement, 
that divers things craved therein, were {uch,as peace or warre 
ought not to depend upon the grant or refuſall of them ; We 
ever did and muſt ſtill hold ir as a good rule in the making of 
a peace , that the more moderate and reaſonable our deſires 
bee, wee may expe the firmer peace. Wherefore as in the 
difference betwixtthe King and the Parliament, wee think it 
very unjuſt to exclude the King from his Juſt power in the 
Militia; ſo when we look uponthe Liberty of the ſubject , we 


think neither King nor Parliament ought ro keep up an Army 
n\ 
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__ _ Inthefield, when the warre iSended, to the yaſte expence and 
utter impoveriſhing ofthe people ; the trained Bands of the 
Kingdom, (which may be made ule of with little charge)and 
the forces which may be kept in lone chief Gatriſons , being 
ſufficient ro ſupprefſe any commorton or diſturbance that is 
likely to ariſe upon occaſion of the late troubles. And wecon- | 
ceivean Army ſhould be kept up only in the caſe of a power- | 
full Inſurrection within the Kingdom, or of a forraign invaſi- 
on from without, and otherwiſe to maintain a perperuall Ar- 
my in the bowels of the Kingdom uponthe expence of the 
ſubjet,whenthere isno enemy to fight with, ts bur to enſlave 

the King and Kingdome under a Military bondage. 

W hen our Army returned to Scotland, it was confidently 
expected that the Houſes ſhould haie ſpeedily disbanded 
their Army, (the warre being at an end,and rio viſible enemy 
in the Kingdom)}and proceeded tothe ſetling of a peace here, 
andto theeffetuall relief of Ireland:But now after a full years 
delay almoſt, we do not finde amongſt alltheſe propoſitions, 


a : « P 4 - : | 
any thing concerning the disbanding of Armies,, or ſending | 
releif ro that diſtreſied Kingdom;bur on the contrary, there is © 


. 
? 
. 
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only proviſion made for keeping up armies,andWiſingmoney 
for their maintenance. Wee. mult therefore declare to the 
Houſes,thar it is our judgment and earneſt defire ., that there 
may be a. Propoſition for disbanding Armies in both King- 
doms. Armies were raiſed for defence of Religion,the Kings 
perſon and 2uthority,thc Priviiedges of Parliament , and the 
| heace of the ſubjet. And when they are no more uſefull 
tor theſe ends;and the Houſes may conſult freely &aG ſecure- 
ly without any hoſtile oppoſition , Iris high time to disband 
them , that the Laws of the Kingdom may take place. Some 
of our neighbour nations are necefſitated to keep up Armies, 
becaule they have enemtes that lie contiguous and adjoyning 
totheir borders;but the ſeats our Bulwark, And if wee ſtudy | 
amity and peace amone1t our ſelves , and entertain rhe union 
between the Kingdoms under his Seſlies government, wt 
8 _ 


need not ſear forraign invaſion. Itis a Cuſtome in other Nz- 
tions to keep up Armies, to levy montes by force ; Bur theſe 
arc free Kingdoms : and when they have been fighting for li- 
berty and freedom,wee truſt,that it is not intended thar warre 
ſhould be made a trade,or that their warrs ſaal end in ſlavery. 
The continuance of Armies will certainly increaſe faRtions 
and divifions,to the great weakning of the Kingdoms , and 
will in end expoſeus as'a prey to our enemies:neither js ir poſ- 


ſible ſo long as they are kept up,thar there canbe a ſetledpcace. 


The charge of entertaining Armies is needlefſe , when there 
isno enemy,and extreamly grievous to the people, who be- 
fore were willing to bearit , when they ſaw a neceſſity for ir. 
- Andnow after [o greatlufferings and vaſt expence of Treaiure 
to ſouldiers for many years together , the burthen is becoine 
in{upportable. For theſe and many other reaſons which wee 
could adde,wee hold it moſt neceſſary, That as there i3a Pro- 


poſition for payment of the arreares of the Army ; ſo alſo 
there be an addition unto it for their disbanding. 


Touching the conferring titles of honor,we deſire theKing 


— 


who is the fountain of honor , may not be deprived of that 


which in all ages andKingdoms, hath been held and eſteemed 
a flowre of the Crown, and wherewith Kings doe uſually re- 


compence the vertue and merites of ſuch as doe memorable 
ſervices tothe Cro:vn ot Kingdome. And as to the diſpo- 


ling of the great offi:es of State, and naming of privy Coun- 
ſelJors,we conceive his Majeſttes offer , in his late Meſſage of 
the ſixteenth of November, to be ſo reaſonable, as may give 
latis/ation to the Houſes. 
Thar which we are to ſpeak ot next in order, is, the union 
and joynt intereſt of the Kingdoms , where we wiſh we had 
not juſt cauſe to expoſtulate,that the Houſes have omitred the 


Covenant in theſe Propofitions:rejeRed all that concerns U- 


nity and Uniformity in Religion:and have altered the former 
Propoſition for confirmation of the Treaties ,. and defired now 


only an Approbation of the making of them, which amounts 
S SS ro 
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ro no more then an Act by, They have allo in thar 
Propoſition omitted theſe words With all other ordinances and 
proceedings paſt betwixt the two Kingdoms,and wherennto they are 
obliged by the foreſ, aid Treaties ; which words were inſerted in 
the tormer propoſitions,afrer ſerious debare ; and therefore if 
the Houſes intend to make good , and pertorm all ordinances 
paſt betwixt the Kingdoms, according to their manifold pro- 
f:fions; We deſire that this Propoſition may remain as be- 
fore without any alteration or omiſſion. The propoſition de- 
firing his Majeſties conſent to what the two Kingdoms ſhall 
agree upon , in purſuance of the Articles of the large treaty, 
which are not yet finiſhed,is omitted. The joynt declaration 
oi bothKingdoms islikewiſeomitted; And generally through 
out theſe Propoſitions all expreſſions of joynt intereſt are 
lefr out. And whereas formerly the Propoſitions of both 
Kingdoms were drawn up together in one body : now for ſe- 
parating the intereſt of the Kingdoms , the Propoſitions for 
England , are drawn up apart ; which new way, when we did 
obſerve,and what efſentiall alterations, omiſſions, and additi- 
ons were made in the matter of the Propoſitions,wedefired a 
conference for removing all differences, & that we might the 
more ſpeedily attaine to an agreement; bur it was not granted: 
however we have herein diſcharged our duty , that we uſe all 
means to prevent difference,and that we for our part,ſtudy to 
obſerve the Treaty betwixt the Kingdoms, Where it is ex- 
preſly provided in the eighth Article, That no Ceſſation nor any 
pacification or azreementfor peace whatſoever ſhal be made by either 
Kingdom,or the Armies of either Kingdom,without the mutuall ad- 
wice and conſent of both Kinzdoms, or their Committees in that be- 
half appointed; and here we think it not amiſfſe to remember 
the Houſes of Parliament of their exprefſions ina declaration 
to the Lords States Generall of the united Provinces of the 
Low- Countries, ſhowing why they did notadmit of the me- 
diation of the Dutch Ambaſſadors between the King and 
Parliament in the way and manner it was defired, withour ap- 


_ plication 
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- plication to the Kingdome of Scotland. The words of the 


declaration are,that both ihe Kingdoms are mntaally engaged in 
the Propoſitions and Treaty thereupon; And that neither could atmit 
of their Mediation without conſent of the other , becauſe toe two 
Kingdoms were united by ſolemn Leagne and Covenant made toAl- 
mighty God,and by league each to other as one entire body to proſe- 
cute this cauſe, And that in purſuance thereof, Propoſitions for 4 
ſafe and well grounded peace,were then preparing in a joynt way, by 
the Parliaments of both Kingdoms. And whereas the Lords Am- 
baſſadours had propounded and offered from the King , the 
calling of a National Synode , to correct and redrefle the go0- 
vernment of the Church by Biſhops, One of the Anſwers 
which was given thereunto inthe ſaid declararion, was, That 
not only the Kingdom of Scotland aud the Members of both Hon(es 
of Parliament , but alſo many thouſanas of others of his Majeſties 
ſubjeits of E nzland and Ireland, ſtand boundby their late Nationall 
Covenant,to endeavour the extirpation of the Church Government 
by Biſhops,intended in the paper of the-Dutch Ambaſſadours , both 
in Enzland and Ireland, and to hinder the ſetting of it up azain 
in the Kinzdom of Scotland. All which being duly conſidered, 
we are extreamly ſorry,that the Houſes of Parliament, ſhould 
not only have given way, but countenanced theArmy in their 
medling with the ſerling of rhe peace ofthe Kingdom,andau- 
thorized Commiſſioners totreat with them, upon Propoſiti- 
ons. of peace (which we mke to be the reaſon,that theſe Pro- 
politionsarein ſo many things agreeable tothe Propoſals of 
the Army,eſpecially in matters of Religion, ) and without all 
queſtion , it had been more agreeable to the Treaty betwixt 
the Kingdoms, and to former profeſſions and proceedings, 
that the Propoſitions of peace had been framed and agreed 
upon, with advice and conſent of both Kingdoms. We have 
known the Houſes of Parliament formerly look upon it as an | 
offence of a high nature for any other then themſelves ro 
meddle in the matters of peace, eſpecially the Commanders 
and officers of the Army (though in prime place and of great 
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and eminent fidelity) making it only proper for them to be | 
excrciſed in matters of warre , according as they ſhould re-_ 
ceive direction from the Houſes. &nd much more would the | 
Houſes have been offended , it any officers of their Army 
ſhould have taken upon them to offer propoſals ro the King, 
for ſerling a pezce, without authority from the houſes , as we | 
are informed ſome officers of Sir Thomas Fairfax his Army. | 
h:ive done. If the Houties of Parliament had according to our | 
earneſt deſire the third of March 1644. when they modelled 
their Army, made choice of ſuch officers , as were known to | 
be zealous of the Reformation of Religion, and of that uni- | | 
formity which both Kingdoms are obliged to promote and | - 
maintain, & if they had alſo renewed their Declaration made | 
rhe twentiethgof September 1643. Thatthey could nor con- | 
hide in ſuch perſons to have or execute place and authority in | 
the Armies raiſed by them, who did not approve and conſent | 

to the Covenant; or if their Ordnance on the 15 of February | 
1644 (which appointeth all officers to be imployed in Sir | 
| Thomas Fairfaxes Army to take the National league and Co- | 
venant of both Kingdoms, within 2o days aſter they were ap-| 
proved by the Houſes) had been really put in execution , we | 
are very confident it would have prevented a world of incon- | 
veniences & evils which have enſued upon the neglect there- 
of. Wee ſhall nor further inſiſt on this ſubje& , neither: ſhall 
we inlarge our ſelves upon the procgedings of the Army; But 
we muſt alwayes put the Houles of Parliament in minde,that 
our greateſt ſtrength is in a good agreement with the King, 
and a firme Union between the Kingdomes. 
There 1s left out in theſe Propofitions,;the Propoſition cons! 
cerning the City of Lozdon, whereby they wereto have the! 
Government of their owne Militiaand the Tower, and afſu-! 
rance that their Forces ſhal not be compelled to go our of the! 
City for Military Service, withour their owne conſent. An; 
Act of Parliament confirming their Charters, Cuſtomes, Li- 
berties,&c, And an Act,that all the By-Laws A Ordingncd 
01! 
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of Common- Councell made , A to be made , ſhould hee a; 
effetuall ro all intents and purpoles, as if they were enacted 
by Authority ot Parltament,wih liberty alſo for them ro re- 
peale theſe Ordinances as they ſhall fee caule., Theſe things 
were formerly deſired in the Propoſicions in behalfe of the 
City, becauie of their affedtion, forwardneſſe , faithtulne! e, 
and zealeinthe common caule of both Kingdomes, And 
we conceive our ſelves in duty oblived , to defire that this 
Propoſition may not be omutred , bur preſgnted to His Maje- 
ſty tor His aſſent. ——- 
- Concerning the Propoſituons for taking away the Court of 
' Wards,and Forreſt Lands from His Majeſty:it canno: be ex- 
pected ; When the Houſes of Parliament {h!l rake inco thejr 
conſideration , the glory and greatneile wherein the Kino 
have lived,that they will ever tate away or diminiſh any DArT 
of that Patrimony and Revenue , which is neceſlary for ſup. 
porting the Dignity of their Royall place , withour giving a 
full recompence for the ſame. I» 
Touching thePropoſition for ſale & diſpoſall of cheLands. 
of Deanes and Chapters,&c. as the Houles ſhall think fir: We 
have onely this to ſay,thart we have alwayes heard theſe lands. 
were reſerved by the Houſes for maintenance of the Mini- 
ſterie;and ifthey ſhould be otherwiic diſpoled of, i will prove 
aoreat diſcourazement tO farhtull Paſtors,make their ſal»- 
fitance to depend npon:- the benevolence and charity of their 
hearers, and give occaſionto the people(where Miniſters are 
wanting for. lacke of maintenance) to follow aſter Secaries. 
and Tub-Preachers. | 
_ Wedelireto ſee the Ordinances for Indemnity mentioned 
- inthe Propoſitions. 
__ Andnowto conclude,we ſhall here-let downe moſt of our. 
deſires : Whichare, 
- That there may be' a Perſonall Treaty with His Majeſty at 
London. 
Thatthe Preface. mayberthe {ameas inthe former Propo- 
firions.. —_ | That. 
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That the Honourable Ho, according to the ſolemne }: 
Vo-ves, I reaties, Declarations,and Engagements bLetiveen the 
Kinodomes, woald after {o very long delay, eſtibluſh the So- 
lemne Leagie and Covenant;and that His Majelty be deſired | 
to give His Royall Aſlent, for confirming the {ame by act of | 
Parliament in both Kingdomes. 
Thar the {:cling Reformation of, and Uniformity in Reli- | 
eion,according to the Covenant, in Erglazd and Ireland, be | 
likewiſe defired in theſe new Propoſitions; And in particular, | 
that the Centefſion of Faith , Dire&ory of Worlhip, Forme | 
of Church-Government,andCatechiſing,agreed upon by the | 
A fembly ot Divin2s,and preſented to the Houſes, be eſtabli- | 
G1ed. 
That by A& of Parliament , effe&uall Courſe be taken for | 
ſuppreſſing Blaſphemy, Herefte, Schiſme,and all ſuch ſcanda- |} 

- lous DoEtrines and Praftiſes, as are contrary to the light of | 
Nature,or to the knowne principles of Chriſtianity (whether | 
concerning Faith, Worſhip, or Converſation)or to the power 
of Godlineſlſe;or which may be deſtructive ro Order and Go-« | 


Thar His Majeſties Aſlent be deſired ro what the rwoKing-| 
domes ſhall agree upon , in proſecution ofthe Articles of the | 
large Treaty , which are nor yet finiſhed : And thar all other | 
rhings concerning joynt-Intereſt,orthe Kingdome of Scotland 

_ in particular,which are comitted,be inſerted, and expreſled as | 
inthe former Propoſitions. 
Ehar Armies in both Kingdomes,which were raiſed for pre- | 
ſervation | 
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ſervation and Reformation of Religion, And for' defence of 
rhe Kings Perſon,and ſatety of theKingdomes,be not kept up 
ro hinder Reformation of Religion , And the King from His * 
Government, And to be 2 burthen to the Subjeas , fince the 
Warre is ended; but that they may have due latisfection of 
their Arreares,and be disbanded;without which, there can be. 
_noreall nor lafting Peace ; Thar alt Armies being disbanded 
here,ſpeedy relitefe may be fent to Ireland: 


Ls 


Thatan Ac of Oblivion, which is the band of Peace, be a- 
greed upon,to be paſt in the Parliaments ot both Kingdomes 
That the King be reſtored to his Rights and Revenues,and 
particularly that tne Crowne be not excluded from the poe- 
wer of making Lawes , which is as cflentiall tro Kings, as to 
governe by Lawes,and {way the Scepter ; Nor irom the po- 
wer of the M:17t/a, without which they cannewher protect 
their Subje&s,oppole tneir and the Kingdomes enemtes, nor 
keep friendſhip with their Allyes, . 
_. Fhatthere be a concluſion added to the Propoſitions , pro- 
niſfing our reall endeavours (as was done inthe Propoſttions 
Treated upon at Hxbridge) that his Majeſty may live in the 
ſplendor and glory of his Royall Progenitors ,. as befeemerh 
His Royall place and Dignity; That fo all differences and 
troubles may end .in mutuall confidence and rejoycing;.the 
King may enjoy thecomforr of His Royall Confort and 
Cluldrea,yith.orher contentments; And wee , after ſo:great 
diſtractions,and long continued ſ{uffermgs,.may reap the bleſ- 
led fruits of Truth and Peace underthis Government. 

And as it is very farre from our thonghts and intentions in 
expreſhing our Differences upon the Propolitions, to provoke 
or give offence;ſo we truſt , that our treedome in ailcharge of 
the cruſt committed ro us,proceeding from our zeile to Reli- 
gion, Loyalty to the King,and love to Peace; ſhall receive a 
candid Interpretation from the Honourable Houſes. And that 
they will, in their wiſedome, nor flight the deftres of a King- 
 dome,who intherimeof Enzlanas greateſt danger, eſteemed 
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no hazzard too hard for their Aſſiſtance: And are now ſeeking 
nothing , bur the performance of the mutuall Obligements, 
Declarations , and Treaties betweene the two Kingdomes, 
And to prevent the dangers which may enſue upon the vio- 
lation and breach of ſo ſolemne engagements. 
'The Houſes of Parliament have frequently profeſſed ,thar 
the chiefe end of their Warres was the Reformation and 
eſtabliſhment of Religion according to the Covenant. And 
they have often Promiſed and Declaredto the King, and to 
all the World, (not withour deep atteſtations of the Name of 
God) that no trouble or ſucceſſle ſhould ever make them 
wrong or deminiſh the power of theCrowne,which were the 
chiefe motives & Arguments that induced Scotland to engage 
with them in this Warre. Let therefore that be givento 
God,which is Gods, and to Ceſar what is Ceſars : whereby it 
may be evidentthat you are not unmindfull of the ſolemne 
Vowes you made to God in the time of diſtreſſe, for Refor- 
marion of Religion : andit may alſo really appeare , that the 
_- advantages and power which Succeſſe hath put into your 
hands, hath nor leſſened your Loyalty to the King. And ac- 
cording to our many profeſſions,and neare relations:let us re- 
Lily and cordially,cheriſh and ſtrengthen the Union between 
the rwo Kingdomes under his Majeſty, Dy all the Pledges of 
_ reciprocall kindneſle,that ſoReligion andRighteouſnefſe may 
Aouriſh, and both Kingdomes , languiſhing under the heavy 


preſſures and calamities of an unnaturall Watre, may live in 
peace and plenty. | 


| By Command of the Commiſſioners for 
17 Decemb, 1647. the Parliament of Scotland. 
» \ To. CurlsL1n. 
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E E have peruſed the Inſtrutions communicated 
unto us on Txeſday in the afternoone, wherein the 
Commiſhoners of both Houſesappointed to goe to the King, 


 » 

tre commanded to repreſent unto His Majeſty fourBills,con- 
cerning the ſetling the Militia of Englandand Ireland in both 
Houſes of Parliament. An Act for juſtifying the proceedings 
of Parliament in the late Warzand declaring all Oathes , De- 
clarations, Proclamations , and other proceedings againſt the 
Parliament to bee voyd. Concerning Peeres lately made, or 
herezfrerto bee made ; and a new Propoſition for the ad- 
journments of both Houſes. To which Bills they are com- 
manded to deſire His Majeſttes aflent by His Letters Patents 
under the great Seal of Znzland,and not otherwiſe. And after 
His Majeſties aſſent tothoſe Bils , the Houſes of Parliament 
will ſend a Committee of both Houſes to Treate with His 
Majeſty in the iſle of Wizht upon the remainder of the new 
Propoſitions. Te all which wee anſwer; That,although there 
| benothing which we more paſſionately deſire then a happy 
Peace,and good agreement with theKing,yet wecannot agree + 
ro this way of deſiring His Majeſty to affent to thole four: 
Bills, before any Treaty with His Majeſty upon other Propo- 
ſitions, it being in our judgment neither tor the good of Relj- 
gion,the King nor Kingdomes. And firſt concerning Religi- 
on,we ſay,that in Iannary, 1645 .1t was agreed on berwixt the 
Houſes of Parliament and us, before the Treaty at Uxbridze; 
Thar the Propoſitions concerning Religion, the Militia, and 
Ireland , ſhall be treated upon alternis vicibes., beginning firſt: 
with the Propoſition of Religion,and that as it is of moſt ex-: 
cellency,ſo itisto bee ſought after and finally agreed upon in 
the firſt place before any finall agreement be made upon any 
of the other Propoſitions, Wee are very ſure the Houſes had 
far greater reaſon at that time, to looke to their ſecurity., and 
to deſire the Propoſition for ſetling the Militia to be firſt a- 
greed on , when the King had an Army in the field, then now. 
when they have a ſtrong Army,and he has none atall. And 
upon the other part the danger toReligion is now much grea- 
ter. then at any time before , when men in Armes are deman- 
ding a toleration ofall ſorts of Religions (Popery. excepted.) 
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And if-firſt ofall it ſhould be agreed on,that the continuance 
of ſuch an Army ſhall be {etled by Law , we defire it may be 
equally confidered, what good can be expected from a treaty 
upon Religion,orwhat hopes ſhal remaine of [ctling it accor- 
ding to.the Covenant ; wheretore we cannot conlent to the 
ſending any Propoſitions or Bilsto be a ſecurity for ſerling 
Peace without Truth , which hath been acknowledged both 
by His Majeſty,and the Houſes inall former Treaties orMe(- 
ſaces, to bee the beſt and moſt ſolid foundation ofa laſting 
Peace. And we muſt ſtill preſlethat there may be a preference 
of rhoſe defires which are for{etling Religion and the Go- 
verment of the Church:the want whereof, is the cauſe of the 
Sets and Hereſtes which doe mul:iply and increaſe daily, to 
the diſturbance of all Order and Peace, both in Church and 
SLE: 7 | 
As this-way is not for the good of Religion, ſo it cannor 
in reaſon be conceived, that 1t ſhall be acceptable to the 
King; for how can it be expected that he will grant thoſe 
things for a perſonall Treaty (whereof the iſſue is uncertain) 
which he hath everhithere to denyed even to obtain a Peace 
(eſpecially when after all his Majeſties earneſt defires, hee 
cannot beadmittedto come to Loxdep, nor upon any tearms 
£0 havea Treaty here, in_reſpet the Houſes conceive that 
the Kings preſence with them, ar this time ſtands not with 
ſafety and ſecurity of the Parliament and kingdome ; bur 
that the Kingsaſſent to the foure Bills muſt be by Commiſ- 
fon, and there aſter a Treaty upon rhe r:{t of the Propofiti- 
- ons atthe Iſle of Wie#rs Or can it be looked for, that he 
will givethe whole and ſole power otche Militia from him- 
ſelf and his poſteritie tothe Houſes for their fecuriry, and to 
be diſpoſed of as they ſhall think fir, and have no ſecurity at 
all ro himſelf, nor any aflurance that he ſhall be reſtored ro 
his Rights and Government? Iris much probable, that he 
willthink he hath already offered ſufficient ſecurity in his 
late Meſlage from Carisbrooke Caſtle of the 16 Nowems. 
RR wherein 
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wherein he is content that all power of the Milltia be in the 
Houſes of Parliament during his Raigne. 

Neither is this way 18 out apprehenfions forthe good and 
ſaſety of the Kindomes, that an army holding ſuch princt- 
ples as they do concerning Religion, and in relationto the 
ſerling the government and Peace of the Kingdomes, and 
which (without any known authority from the Parliament) 
hath increaſed their numberto neere the double of what they 
are allowed by order of Parl:ament,(and in their late Repre- 
ſentation acknowledge their ſupernumeraries to be about 
twenty thouſand.) That ſuch an Army ( we ſay) ſhall be 
perpetualy eſtabliſhed when there are no forcez to oppoſe 
the Parliament, and that the ſubje&s ſhall be obliged by a 
Law for ever to ſubmit to a Military power, and pay what 
moneyes thal be demanded tor their maintenance;whatſoever 
it may ſeem to others to bee, in our ſenſe ir doth neither 
agree with the rules of Policy nor Safety. 

We did deſire to {eethe toute Bills tobe preſented to His 
Majeſty (ſo much the rarher , that from the Title of the Bill 
for the Militia ; we perceive that it doth extend to the ſetling 
and maintaining of forces inthe Town of Barwicke , contrar 
rothe large Treaty berwixt the kingdomes. ) And we did re- 


preſent thar thoſe Bills being aſſented unto by theKing would 
bee a rea{l ſecurity , and the making an Agreement for Peace, 
which according tothe Treaty betwixt the Kingdomes can- 
not be done without the mutuall advice and conſent of both. 
To which the Houſes did yeſterday returne as their Anſwer, 
That the Priviledges, Right and Cuſtome of the kingdome 8 
Parltament of Ezelaad, is, that Bills paſt both Houſes to be 
preſented tothe King for His Royal aſlent,are not to be com- 
municated to any other whoſoever either in relation to Mat- 
teror Forme,before His Anſwer thereunto gtven. And thar 
_ There1s nothing contained in any Article of Treaty betwixt 

the Kingdomes to the contrary. Whereunto we make this 

Reply ,that the Bills mentioned in the 11. Sec#, of the Propo- 
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——*  fitionsof Peace, preſented to His Majeſty at Oxford in Anno 


1644. were communicated unto us before they were {entto 
cheKing,and upon peruſall ofthem,we did defire that nothing 
might be inthoſe Bils contrary to the Covenant, or the Re- 
formation,and Uniformiry to be ſetled. Upon qpnſideration 
whereof, the Houſe of Com. gave us thisanſwer : Thatthe 
Reformation and Unitormity deſird , is alredy provided for, 
in one of the Propoſitions, to which nothing contained in 
rhoſe Bils could be any prejudice, but ſhould hereafter bee re- 
oulated as the ſaid Reformation and Uniformiry ſhall be 
chought fir to be ſetled. Alſo theBil tor aboliſhingEpiſcopacy 
was communicated unto us, and afterward debated upon by 
his Majeſties Commiſitoners,and theCommiſhoners of borh 
Kingdomes at Uxbridge, Wee thought fir to give thele inſtan- 
ces,to ſhew,thar ic hathnor alwayes been the cuſtome of both 
Houſes not to communicate their Bills before His Majeſties 
Anſwer weregiven thereunto. Yet it is no wayes our deſire 
to meddle with the framing of your Lawes , or advifing the 
forme of your Bils, we ſhall ever be tender of any juſt privi- 
tedge of Parliament ; but thar it ſhould be ſaid thar there is 
nothing contained in any Article of Treaty between the two 
Kingdoms, which requires the communication ofthe matrer 
of any Bils,ts ro us very ſtrange. Ir isagreedupon betwixt the 
Kingdomes,thart no Ceſlation,or any Pacification, or Agree- 
ment of Peace whatſoever , ſhall be 'made by either King- 
dome,or the Armies of either Kingdome, without the muru- 
all advice & conſent of both Kingdomes:Suppole the Houles 
_ of Parliament ſhould turne all their deſires for peace intoBils, 
and (hould fay,that thoſeBils cannot be communicated to the 
Kingdome of Scotland, either in relation to matter or forme: 
Wee defire to know.,and let any rationall man judge, whether 
this were not an cluding and cleare violation of the Treaty : 
Neither can it in this caſe be a ſatisfactory Anſwer , that the 
Houſes of Parliament doe only ſend foure of thePropoſitions 


in Bils ro His Majeſty ; for every one of the Prepoſitions is a 
Prc- 
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Propoſition for peace,and an Agreement made upon any on, 
of them is an agreement for peace. And which is much more 
there are none of the Propoſitions which in their owne nature 
doe ſoimmediatly concerne the ſetling of a peace, as theſe 
toure Propofitions;and what can be calledan Agreement for 
peace if this bee not? when the King by His aſſent ſhall juſti- 
fie the proceedings of the Parliament in the late warre , and 
make all Oaths, Declarations, Proclamations, and other pro- 
ceedings againſt it to be void , when by Ad of Parliament be 
{hall ſerrle the power of all Forces by Sea and Land into the 
Houſes of Parliament,and alſo ro raiſe monies for their main- 
renance:when he ſhal conſent thatall Peers made,or hereafter 
to be made, ſhall not fit to vote inParliament without conſent 
of both Houſes,and when hee ſhall give power to the Houſes 
to adjourne at their pleaſure:It then, the Kings aſſent to thoſe 
Bils be an Agreement for peace ,{as we hope it cannotin rea- 
{on be denyd) our advice and conſent ought to be had there- 


in,before they be ſent tothe King , and otherwiſe the Treaty 
Is violated. 


As we cannot agree to this way of ſending theſe foure Bills to His Majeſty for His 
Aſſent before any Treaty upon the reſt of the Propoſitions : ſo wee are extreamly un= 
ſatis fied with the matter of theſe new Propoſitions lately communicated unto us, for 
the reaſons expreſſed in our Anſwer untothem , which we doe herewith deliver unto 
your Lord(hips,to be preſented to both Houſes of Parliament : And we doe deſire that 
they would take the whole bulinefſe unto their further confideration , and that there 
may be a perſonall Treaty with His Majeſty hereat L ond o n upon ſuch Propoſi= 


tions as ſhall be agreed upon,with advice and conſent of both Kiugdomes according 
to the Treaty, 


Decemb,17. 


By Command of the Commiſſioners for 
I647. the Parliament of Scotland. 
Io. CHEISL TE, 


FINIS. 


